
1

A ORN is committed to promoting excellence in 
perioperative nursing practice, advancing the 
profession, and supporting the professional 

perioperative registered nurse (RN). AORN promotes 
safe care for patients undergoing operative and other 
invasive procedures by providing practice support to 
the perioperative RN. Perioperative RNs function in a 
variety of roles that may include, but are not limited 
to, staff nurse, RN first assistant, advanced practice 
RN, manager, administrator, educator, informatics 
nurse specialist, and researcher. This 2013 edition of 
Perioperative Standards and Recommended Practices 
contains the AORN-approved standards, recom-
mended practices, and guidance statements.

The descriptive and comprehensive documents in 
this publication reflect the perioperative RN’s scope 
of professional responsibility and provide essential 
information for the delivery of safe perioperative 
patient care and a safe work environment. AORN’s 
standards, recommended practices, and guidance 
statements for perioperative nursing practice allow 
for flexibility and adaptability in all settings where 
surgical and other invasive procedures are performed. 

New in This Edition

Four new evidence-rated recommended practices 
(RP) documents are in this 2013 edition:

• Recommended Practices for a Safe Environment 
of Care

• Recommended Practices for Sterile Technique
• Recommended Practices for Sterilization
• Recommended Practices for Prevention of 

Transmissible Infections
Additionally, two RP documents were revised for this 
edition:

• Recommended Practices for Electrosurgery
• Recommended Practices for Minimally Invasive 

Surgery
Several documents have been retired and do not 

appear in this edition because they are no longer cur-
rent, have been superseded, or will be superseded: 

• AORN Guidance Statement: Environmental 
Responsibility. A new Position Statement on 
Environmental Responsibility is slated for pub-
lication in early 2013. 

• AORN Guidance Statement: Care of the Periop-
erative Patient with an Implanted Electronic 
Device. Last updated in 2005, the information 
in this document is no longer current.

• AORN Latex Guideline. The information in this 
document has been updated and incorporated 
into the Recommended Practices for a Safe 
Environment of Care (2012). 

• AORN Malignant Hyperthermia Guideline. Last 
updated in 2007, the information in this docu-
ment is no longer current. For information on 
this topic, readers are referred to the Malignant 
Hyperthermia Association of the United States 
( M H A U S ) :  h t t p : / / w w w. m h a u s . o r g  o r 
800-644-9737. 

• AORN Guidance Statement: Creating a Patient 
Safety Culture. Last updated in 2006, the infor-
mation in this document is no longer current. 
For information on this topic, readers are 
referred to the AORN Position Statement on 
Creating a Practice Environment of Safety 
(2011). 

• AORN Guidance Statement: Postoperative 
Patient Care in the Ambulatory Surgery Setting. 
The information in this document has been 
updated and incorporated into AORN’s Periop 
101™.

• AORN Guidance Statement: Preoperative 
Patient Care in the Ambulatory Surgery Setting. 
The information in this document has been 
updated and incorporated into AORN’s Periop 
101. 

• AORN Guidance Statement: Reuse of Single-Use 
Devices. The information in this document has 
been updated and incorporated into the Recom-
mended Practices for Sterilization (2012).

Section I: Standards of Perioperative Nursing

The AORN Standards of Perioperative Nursing define 
the scope, responsibilities, and dimensions of profes-
sional perioperative nursing practice. This document 
guides individual practitioners in performing safe 
and effective care and reflects the value-based behav-
iors and priorities of the profession.

The standards serve as the foundation for AORN’s 
recommended practices, competency statements, and 
the Perioperative Nursing Data Set (PNDS). They are 
consistent with Nursing: Scope and Standards of 
Practice, Nursing’s Social Policy Statement, 2nd edi-
tion, and Nursing Administration: Scope and Stan-
dards of Practice, 3rd edition, published by the 
American Nurses Association (ANA). The Standards 
of Perioperative Nursing focus on the process of pro-
viding nursing care and performing professional role 
activities; they also provide a mechanism to delineate 
the responsibilities of the RN engaged in practice in 
the perioperative setting. The structure and content of 
the Standards reflect current professional periopera-
tive nursing practice and align with the ANA 
Standards.

Section II: Recommended Practices for 
Perioperative Nursing

AORN’s recommended practices represent what is 
believed to be optimal and achievable perioperative 
nursing practice and are based on the highest level of 
evidence available. The recommended practices 
describe excellent perioperative nursing practices, 
promote patient and health care worker safety, and 
guide policy and procedure development in surgical 
and invasive procedure settings. The AORN recom-
mended practices are authored by perioperative  
nursing specialists in the AORN Nursing Department 
and selected members of AORN in collaboration with 
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liaisons from the American Association of Nurse Anes-
thetists, the American College of Surgeons, the Ameri-
can Society of Anesthesiologists, the Association for 
Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and 
the International Association of Healthcare Central 
Service Materiel Management.

Section III: Guidance Statements

AORN’s guidance statements provide suggested strate-
gies to assist practitioners in developing organization-
specific processes related to clinical and administra-
tive issues.

Section IV: Additional Resources

Additional resources feature a policy and procedure 
template with sample policies for correct site surgery 
and fire safety. The AORN policy and procedure sam-
ples reflect the recommendations found in the related 
recommended practices. Other resources include a list-
ing of AORN Position Statements, the AACD Glossary 
of Times Used for Scheduling and Monitoring of Diag-
nostic and Therapeutic Procedures, Quality and Perfor-
mance Improvement Standards for Perioperative Nurs-
ing, and an updated index of important terms and 
concepts.

Mission 
AORN’s mission is to promote safety and optimal outcomes for patients undergoing operative and other 
invasive procedures by providing practice support and professional development opportunities to peri-
operative nurses. AORN will collaborate with professional and regulatory organizations, industry leaders, 
and other health care partners who support the mission.

Vision 
AORN will be the indispensable resource for evidence-based practice and education that establishes the 
standards of excellence in the delivery of perioperative nursing care.

Values
AORN’s core values reflect what is important to the association:

• Communication—open, honest, respectful
• Innovation—creative, risk taking, leading edge
• Quality—reliable, timely, accountable
• Collaboration—teamwork, inclusion, diversity

AORN Mission, Vision, and Values

AORN and Perioperative Nursing

AORN is a nonprofit membership association that represents the professional interests of more than 
160,000 perioperative nurses by providing nursing education, standards, and clinical practice resources to 
enable optimal outcomes for patients undergoing operative and other invasive procedures. AORN’s 40,000 
registered nurse members manage, teach, and practice perioperative nursing, are enrolled in nursing edu-
cation, or are engaged in perioperative research. 
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